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University of Wisconsin-Madison Professor Wins Society of Toxicology  
Distinguished Toxicology Scholar Award 

 
Reston, Va.; March 17, 2014 — Celebrating seminal 
contributions to toxicology, the Society of Toxicology 
(SOT) presents the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s 
Richard E. Peterson, PhD, with the SOT Distinguished 
Toxicology Scholar Award. With this award, SOT, a 
professional association of more than 7,700 toxicologists, 
annually honors an SOT member whose active research 
has made significant contributions to the science of 
toxicology. Dr. Peterson will be formally presented with 
his peer-nominated award at SOT’s 53rd Annual Meeting 
and ToxExpo in Phoenix, Ariz., on March 23, 2014, and 
will deliver a lecture on March 26, 2014.  
 
“Throughout his career, Dr. Peterson has been 
instrumental in convincing the field that early life stages 
are often more sensitive to environmental insults and the 
effects are often most appropriate for risk assessment,” 
says nominator Robert L. Tanguay, PhD. “This idea seems obvious today, but his research 
findings were largely responsible for this awareness.” 
 
The SOT Distinguished Toxicology Scholar Award recognizes Dr. Peterson for his body of 
research around 2,3,7,8-tetrachlordibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD or dioxin). He published his first 
paper on dioxin in 1977 and since then has published more than 275 additional peer-reviewed 
articles investigating the developmental and reproductive toxicity of dioxin. His dioxin studies on 
trout led to the discovery that lake trout died off in Lake Ontario in the 1940s to 1970s because of 
embryo mortality due to dioxin and dioxin-like chemical exposure, allowing for the establishment 
of a successful lake trout breeding recovery program thereafter.  
 
Other studies in rats demonstrated that dioxin exposure during pregnancy adversely affected 
development and function of the offspring’s reproductive system. In the 1990s, Dr. Peterson’s 
group pioneered the use of zebrafish to investigate dioxin developmental toxicity, and used mice 
to discover effects of dioxin exposure to the fetus on prostate development and prostate disease of 
which scientists were previously unaware. In carrying out his research, he served as supervisor to 
dozens of graduate students and postdoctoral associates of whom he is most proud. 
 
Dr. Peterson received his BS from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his PhD in pharmacology 
from Marquette University Medical School. 

Dr. Richard E. Peterson 
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About SOT 
Founded in 1961, the Society of Toxicology (SOT) is a professional and scholarly organization of more 
than 7,700 scientists from academic institutions, government, and industry representing the great variety of 
individuals who practice toxicology in the US and abroad. SOT is committed to creating a safer and 
healthier world by advancing the science of toxicology. The Society promotes the acquisition and 
utilization of knowledge in toxicology, aids in the protection of public health, and has a strong 
commitment to education in toxicology and to the recruitment of students and new members into the 
profession. For more information about SOT and toxicology, visit the Society online at 
www.toxicology.org, follow us on Twitter @SOToxicology, and like us on Facebook. 
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Michelle Werts 
Society of Toxicology 
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